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Overall theme for October: We stand on Holy 

Ground 

While the COP26 Conference takes place in November, I 
have chosen October as the month for us to look at the 
environmental issues which we are facing as a nation 
and as a world – and to consider how we as Christians 
should respond. 
 

Week 3 Footprints in the Cosmos 

Words from the campaigning group Earth First: 
The earth is dying, it is being murdered, and the people 
murdering it have names and addresses. 
 
God said to Moses: Take off your sandals because you 
are standing on holy ground. (Exodus 3 v.5) 
 
Introduction 
Not all humanity treads with a heavy footfall. Some of 
us wear hobnailed boots while others walk barefoot. If 
we were all to use resources sustainable and equitably, 
our ecological footprint would not damage the earth. 
 
Opening Responses 



Before I set out on my journey, I sought wisdom in my 
prayer; 
AND I WILL SEARCH FOR HER UNTIL THE END 
From the first blossom to the ripening grape: 
MY HEART HAS DELIGHTED IN WISDOM 
From my youth I have followed wisdom’s gentle 
footprint; 
AND SO MY FEET WALK UPON THE STRAIGHT PATH 
In the footsteps of wisdom I learn understanding 
AND CALL ON GOD WHO WILL NEVER ABANDON ME. 
 
Hymn 
Possible hymns to read or listen to are: 
Touch the earth lightly – CH4 243 
Beauty for brokenness – CH4 259 
 
Read Psalm 148 
 
Prayer 
As the seasons change we see different aspects of your 
creation. The weather in autumn is different from the 
weather in summer as the days turn cooler; the colours 
in autumn are of more mellow tones than summer; we 
have less hours of daylight than in the bright days of 
midsummer. And yet, each season has its wonders at 
which we can marvel. We wonder for how long your 
wonderful planet Earth can survive the damage we do 
to it. 
O God, your fertile earth is slowly being stripped of its 
riches 



OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE 
O god, your living waters are slowly being choked with 
chemicals 
OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE 
O God, your clear air is slowly being filled with 
pollutants 
OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE 
O God, your creatures are slowly dying and your people 
are suffering 
OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE 
God our maker, so move us by the wonder of your 
creation 
THAT WE REPENT AND CARE MORE DEEPLY 
So move us to grieve the loss of live 
THAT WE LEARN TO WALK WITH GENTLE FOOTFALL 
UPON YOUR WORLD 
Bless to us, O God, the earth beneath our feet. 
Bless to us, O God, the path whereon we go. 
Bless to us, O God, the people whom we meet. 
And now hear us as we pray further in the words Jesus 
taught his disciples: 
OUR FATHER 
 
Read  Deuteronomy 8 verses 6 – 10 
  Luke 4 verses 16 - 21 
 
Reflection 
This could be a discussion about the need to put people 
before profit, fairness before riches, and care for the 
earth before resource exploitation. 



It is the wealthy countries whose footprints are 
damaging the earth. 
If all the world lived like the UK we would need the 
resources of 3 planets to sustain our lifestyle. 
If all the world lived like the United States then we 
would need the resources of 6 planets to sustain our 
lifestyle. 
 
Prayer 
The focus of our prayers this month will be on the 
environmental issues which surround us and the crisis 
which faces our world if we do not take action; world 
leaders as they meet in Glasgow to discuss those issues 
and make decisions; ourselves as we respond to those 
issues. We will also pray for our communities, our 
churches and for those in especial need of our prayers. 
 
Closing Responses 
The Earth does not belong to us 
WE BELONG TO THE EARTH 
All things are connected and interdependent 
LIKE THE BLOOD THAT UNITES A FAMILY 
We did not weave the web of life 
WE ARE MERELY A STRAND IN IT 
Whatever we do to the web 
WE DO TO OURSELVES AND TO OUR DESCENDANTS 
Let us give thanks for God’s gift of creation 
WE GIVE THANKS THAT ALL THINGS ARE HELD 
TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
 


