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Overall theme for October: We stand on Holy 

Ground 

While the COP26 Conference takes place in November, I 
have chosen October as the month for us to look at the 
environmental issues which we are facing as a nation 
and as a world – and to consider how we as Christians 
should respond. 
 

Week 1 Creation Care and Climate Change 

Words from the campaigning group Earth First: 
The earth is dying, it is being murdered, and the people 
murdering it have names and addresses. 
 
God said to Moses: Take off your sandals because you 
are standing on holy ground. (Exodus 3 v.5) 
 
Introduction 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it. (Genesis 2 v. 15) 
 
 
 
 



Opening Responses – from Psalm 136 

Give thanks to the Lord because he is good; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
Give thanks to the greatest of all gods; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
Give thanks to the mightiest of all lords; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
He alone performs great miracles; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
By his wisdom he made the heavens; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
He built the earth on the deep waters; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
He made the sun and the moon; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
The sun to rule over the day; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
The moon and the stars to rule over the night; 
HIS LOVE IS ETERNAL 
 
Hymn  
There are many hymns about creation and the universe 
which you might like to read or listen to. “God who 
made the earth” and “Praise the Lord, his glories show” 
come to mind. 
 

Read Psalm 86 verse 8 – 12 

 



Prayer 

Heavenly Father, you are God of heaven and earth. 
Hallowed be your name; mighty is your power; 
wondrous is your creation. We praise and thank you for 
creating such beauty – all across the earth – where we 
may see you clearly and experience you directly. Help us 
never to lose sight of your wonders as expressed in 
creation. 
We give thanks that you have entrusted us to care for 
your world. Help our daily lives to show good 
stewardship and care for all your living creatures and for 
all people. 
We give thanks for gifts of learning which have enabled 
us to see what has gone wrong in your world and which 
have shown us how we can look after your world better. 
Forgive us when our actions damage your world and 
endanger its living creatures and when we fall short in 
trying to make amends. 
Help us to discern your will for us and for all people in 
tackling climate change and other environmental issues. 
May we always seek to glorify you and to bring your 
kingdom nearer on earth. 
And now hear us as we pray further in the words Jesus 
taught his disciples: 
OUR FATHER 
 
Read Genesis 1 verses 20 – 27 
 Luke 9 verses 57 – 62 
 



Reflection 

It would be good for today to read a little about climate 
change and to discover the difference between weather 
and climate. Does climate change matter? What can be 
done to reverse the damage which has been done to 
our planet – or to stop it? Do Christians have a 
particular role to play?  
What about the controversial view that climate change 
is part of God’s plan for the world and is a natural event 
like the Ice Age? 
These are just suggestions. You might wish to use video 
or pictures or music or silence. 
 
Prayer 
The focus of our prayers this month will be on the 
environmental issues which surround us and the crisis 
which faces our world if we do not take action; world 
leaders as they meet in Glasgow to discuss those issues 
and make decisions; ourselves as we respond to those 
issues. We will also pray for our communities, our 
churches and for those in especial need of our prayers. 
 

Closing Prayer – said together 
Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. 

 


